Amendments to the Claims : 

This listing of claims will replace all previous versions and listings of claims in the 
application: 

1-13. (Canceled) 

14. (Currently amended) A method for the treatment of an inflammatory disease 
characterized by elevated expression of interleukin 17 (IL-17) in a mammalian subj e ct , 
comprising administering to said a mammalian subject determined to express an elevated level of 
IL-17, an effective amount of an antagonist of anthinterleukin^ (anti- IL-23) antibody or an 
anti-interleukin-23 receptor (anti-IL-23 receptor) antibody . 

1 5 . (Previously presented) The method of claim 1 4 wherein said mammalian 
subject is human. 

16. (Currently amended) The method of claim 1 5 wherein said inflammatory 
disease is selected from chronic inflammation, autoimmune diab e t e s, rheumatoid arthritis (RA), 
rh e umatoid spondylitis, gouty arthritis and other arthritic conditions, multiple sclerosis (MS), 
asthma, systhemic lupus erythematosus, adult r e spiratory distress syndrom e , Behcet's disease, 
and psoriasis , chronic pulmonary inflammatory diseas e , graft v e rsus host r e action, Crohn's 
Dis e ase, ulcerative colitis, inflammatory bowel diseas e (IBD), Alzh e imer's disease, and pyrosis . 

17. (Canceled) 

1 8 . (Currently amended) The method of claim H 16 wherein said chronic 
inflammatory disease is selected from the group consisting of rheumatoid arthritis (RA), graft 
v e rsus host r e action, multiple sclerosis (MS), and psoriasis. 

1 9. (Currently amended) The method of claim 1 5 wherein said antagonist is an 
anti-IL-23 or an anti IL 23 r e c e ptor antibody. 

20. (Currently amended) The method of claim 49 15 wherein said antibody is an 
antibody fragment 

2 1 . (Previously presented) The method of claim 20 wherein said antibody 
fragment is selected from the group consisting of Fv, Fab, Fab', and F(ab')2. 

22. (Currently amended) The method of claim i9 15 wherein said antibody is a 
full-length antibody. 

23 . (Currently amended) The method of claim ±9 15 wherein said antibody is 
chimeric. 
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24. (Currently amended) The method of claim i9 15 wherein said antibody is 
humanized. 

25 . (Currently amended) The method of claim i9 15 wherein said antibody is 

human. 

26. (Currently amended) The method of claim 1 5 wherein said antagonist 
antibody is administered in combination with an additional therapeutic agent. 

27. (Previously presented) The method of claim 26 wherein said additional 
therapeutic agent is an anti-inflammatory molecule. 

28. (Previously presented) The method of claim 27 wherein said anti-inflammatory 
molecule is selected from the group consisting of corticosteroids and non-steroidal anti- 
inflammatory drugs (NSAIDs). 

29-49. (Canceled) 



